CT halo sign: the spectrum of pulmonary diseases.
The CT halo sign indicates ground glass attenuation surrounding a pulmonary nodule on CT. Although it was initially proposed as an early, specific finding of invasive pulmonary aspergillosis, it can be caused by many other pathological conditions such as infection, neoplastic and inflammatory diseases. The halo of ground glass attenuation pathologically represents pulmonary haemorrhage, tumour infiltration, or non-haemorrhagic inflammatory processes. Although non-specific, this sign is important because the clinical setting and associated radiological features may give a clue to the differential diagnosis. In this review, we demonstrate the spectrum of pulmonary diseases showing the "CT halo sign" on thin-section CT and discuss their radiological and clinical features.